Treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 12 (Mt 18,15-20)

The following of the Lord Jesus has rules that must be respected. When these rules are broken, it is the obligation of those who find their violation to remember that they must be respected, because otherwise the whole body of Christ receives irreparable damage. A single scandal can destroy centuries of evangelization, teaching of sound doctrine, of catechesis on true morality, mission of salvation to pagans, pastoral care for an orderly growth in holiness. If the transgressor of the Law of Christ Jesus does not listen to the one who calls him to obedience, it is right that a formal appeal be made to him before two witnesses. If He is not listening this time, ask the community to take action. If he refuses to listen to the community, he must be considered no longer a disciple of Jesus. He must be for us as a pagan and a tax collector. This exclusion is a medicinal measure. When he has repented - and to repent he must also be helped with great mercy and infinite charity at the manner of the Holy Spirit - he can be readmitted to the community.
This law of Christ Jesus was thus applied by Paul in the Corinthian community: “It is widely reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of a kind not found even among pagans — a man living with his father’s wife. And you are inflated with pride. Should you not rather have been sorrowful? The one who did this deed should be expelled from your midst. I, for my part, although absent in body but present in spirit, have already, as if present, pronounced judgment on the one who has committed this deed, in the name of [our] Lord Jesus: when you have gathered together and I am with you in spirit with the power of the Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. Your boasting is not appropriate. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough? Clear out the old yeast, so that you may become a fresh batch of dough, inasmuch as you are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people, not at all referring to the immoral of this world or the greedy and robbers or idolaters; for you would then have to leave the world. But I now write to you not to associate with anyone named a brother, if he is immoral, greedy, an idolater, a slanderer, a drunkard, or a robber, not even to eat with such a person. For why should I be judging outsiders? Is it not your business to judge those within? God will judge those outside. “Purge the evil person from your midst.” (1Cor 5,1-13). Whoever violates the Law of Jesus the Lord must know that tomorrow he will have no part with him in his eternal kingdom. He will be excluded from Paradise for eternity. His place will be in the darkness of hell. 

At that time, Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins [against you], go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again, [amen,] I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

There is no use in having a Church without a Gospel. A Gospel that is read and not obeyed only creates illusion. We believe we are saved, while in reality we are already prey to eternal perdition. A true Christian community is only the one that teaches every disciple of Jesus how one lives according to the Gospel and how one obeys his every Word. It is certainly not a community of Christ, but a community of Satan in which the Gospel is read, but then transgressed with all disobedience. If the Church does not prepare children for the eternal kingdom, her mission is not only in vain, not only is it useless, she is also a creator of great deception. Salvation without obedience is a lie.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make us obedient to every Word of the Gospel of the Lord.
